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An Anthropological Analogy
between Urban Pubs and Savage Traps

HONG, Sung-Hoon*

This essay aims to anthropologically propose and prove the alluring operational
principles shared between savage traps and urban pubs via analogy. Although
analogy is often misunderstood as the mode of thought of primitive pre-
scientific societies, its inevitable fallibility paradoxically has potentiality to open
a new frontier between magic and science. The emptiness designed in a trap is a
magical spatiotemporal zone where the primal hunger of the hunter and the prey
speculatively collides. In the moment of capture, the emptiness disappears, and
the two different living things transform together into analogues of each other.
By creatively drawing this logic of the wild into the city, it becomes possible to
elucidate the reason behind the connection between the action at a distance of
traps and the survival tactics of urban pubs. In the psychedelic atmosphere of the
pub which opens its doors to streets full of uncertainty, people with different paths

of life transform into similar beings by the magic of alcohol.

(Keywords) analogy, city, savage, pub, trap, magic, science

*  Anthropology Lecturer, Samsung Art and Design Institute (SADI),
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